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DEPARTMENT BRIEFS ASA SPECIALISTS

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs staffers Steve Oliva, Kevin
Bowen and Larry Person participated in a /ive meeting training seminar with
over 50 Adult Services and Aging Program Specialists Wednesday morning.
Geography was not an issue, as /ive meeting afforded Department staff the
opportunity to be in Pierre while the program specialists were located
throughout various communities in South Dakota. Each participant needed
only a computer and a telephone to participate in this training session.

The Division of Adult Services and Aging provides home and community
service options to individuals 60 years of age and older and 18 years of age
and older with physical disabilities, regardless of income. Their focus is to
enable South Dakotans to live independent, meaningful and dignified lives
while maintaining close family and community ties. They promote in-
home and community based services

Department staff briefed participants on the benefits and services availa-
ble to veterans and their dependents, as well as provided them with re-
sources to assist
them in getting vet-
erans in contact
with Veterans Ser-
vice Officers.

Utilizing this tech-
nology was a great
opportunity to ex-
pand our training
delivery. The De-
partment believes
this will be a mecha-
nism to brief leaders |
within the veteran
network on benefit
changes and up-
dates.
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VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK

On Thursday, November 10, veterans, tribal lead-
ers, community leaders and elected officials gath-
ered in Eagle Butte for the groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for the new Cheyenne River Veteran’s Memorial
Park. Given the design and extensive nature of the .
Park it is scheduled to be completed in 2020. i 5

Field Officer Paul Gremse attended the dedica
tion on behalf of the South Dakota Department o
Veterans Affairs. J.R. LaPlante, Secretary of South
Dakota Department of Tribal Relations, participated
in the ceremony as well.

STAND DOWNS

Over 97 veterans attended the McLaughlin
Stand Down November 9. Loyson Carda, Corson
and Perkins County Veterans Service Officer and
Ralph Sowder, State Veterans Home Technician,
were on hand with South Dakota Department of
Veterans Affairs Field Officer Paul Gremse to assist
veterans regarding benefits and services.

Gremse and Dewey County Veterans Service Of-
ficer Tom McClelland assisted veterans at the Eagle
Butte Stand Down
on November 10.
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MAKE THE CONNECTION

Make the Connection, a new campaign launched by the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs, is creating ways for veterans and their family members to connect with the experiences of
other veterans—and ultimately to connect with information and resources to help them confront
the challenges of transitioning from service, face health issues, or navigate the complexities of daily
life as a civilian.

The campaign’s central focus is a website, www.MakeTheConnection.net, featuring numerous
veterans who have shared their experiences, challenges, and triumphs. It offers a place where vet-
erans and their families can view the candid, personal testimonials of other veterans who have dealt
with and are working through a variety of common life experiences, day-to-day symptoms, and
mental health conditions. The web site

also connects veterans and their family CG R SN E— B
members with services and resources 2his NINECT o
R . Shored experlences and support for Veterans

that may help them live more fulfilling
“VES D WhoYouAre LUife Events & Experi Storles of C Signs & Sy Condi R & Support
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and filter their online experience, directly
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relevant to their own lives and situations.

MY STORY,
For more information, visit MY CONNECTION
www.MakeTheConnection.net, or VA's s
mental health services website at
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SOUTH DAKOTA UNVEILS NEW HOME PAGE

As part of Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s Better Government Initiative, an improved South Dakota
homepage has been launched.

The revised homepage provides user-focused content and efficiencies that allow people to more
easily obtain state government information and conduct business with the state, Gov. Daugaard
said. Key upgrades to the new www.sd.gov homepage include:

+ Search engine functionality: The advanced search engine provides easy access to all state gov-
ernment information and services, allowing users to simply type in a keyword or phrase rather
than clicking several times to locate a specific topic.

¢ Less clutter and more visual: Beyond the homepage, content exists with fewer distractions and
more-detailed information. The new site is also more visually appealing with upgraded graphics
featuring numerous picturesque South Dakota locations.

+ Open Government: Direct access is available for government records and contract information
through Open SD. Access is also available for open meetings.

¢ Online Services: Improved state government online operations allow users to more easily com-
plete actual transactions, such as applying for hunting or fishing licenses, planning their South
Dakota vacations, making child-support payments or renewing vehicle registrations. All of the
online transactions represent significant efficiencies in state government; this section of the site
will continue to grow.

+ Social Media: Many government agencies are creating social media sites to interact and converse
with online visitors. Facebook pages, Twitter accounts, YouTube channels and Flickr albums can
all be found at the bottom of the South Dakota homepage. Social media outlets improve the
availability, transpar-
ency and visibility of
state government.

View the new State of
South Dakota homepage s :
at: http://www.sd.gov/. P s s Search All South Dakota State Websites!
Follow Gov. Daugaard's S : Mot B | Tttt Drver Lcaning, s P, Finda o
progress on e- 2 B
government opportuni-
ties at: http://

www.sd.gov/
bettergovernment/.

WELCOME TO THE OFFICIAL SOUTH DAKOTA STATE GOVERNMENT WEBSITE

Business Emy nt Travel Online Services

Lake Alvin, Harrisburg
Photo by Chad Coppess, Department of Tourism

@ N Governor
(o] -] Latest ‘x Social Media Dennis Daugaard

Government Headlines, Road ~y Facebook, Flickr Chck hore i lessii e abosl
Conditions, and Twitter, YouTube Gov. Daugaard and his team
more and more
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FINAL REGULATION PUBLISHED ON
CLOTHING ALLOWANCE ELIGIBILITY

The VA has announced the publication of a final regulation in the Federal Register on clothing
allowance that expands the eligibility criteria for Veterans with multiple prosthetic and orthopedic
devices or skin conditions caused by prescribed medications.

A federal appeals court has ruled that veterans may be entitled to more than one clothing allow-
ance, and the VA is adjusting their regulations to make sure veterans get the benefit of that deci-
sion.

The new regulation provides the criteria for more than one annual clothing allowance in situa-
tions where distinct garments are affected, and ensures veterans are adequately compensated for
any damage to clothing. Veterans, who because of a service-connected disability, wear or use a
prosthetic or orthopedic appliance that tends to wear out or tear clothing, are eligible for payment
of an annual clothing allowance. Examples of appliances include an artificial limb, rigid extremity
brace, rigid spinal or cervical brace, wheelchair, crutches or other devices prescribed for the Veter-
an’s service-connected disability.

Veterans, who because of a service-connected skin condition use a medication that caused irrep-
arable damage or stains to outer garments, are also eligible for payment of annual clothing allow-
ance.

The change makes VA's clothing allow-
ance regulations consistent with the U.S.

WA Dapartment of Veterans Atfairs
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WOW SHELTER DEDICATED

Women veterans, community leaders and political officials gathered in Belle Fourche last week as
the new Women of War Project Center in Belle Fourche opened its doors Friday. Brigadier General
Myrna Williamson gave the keynote address.

The shelter will offer food, counseling, education and employment assistance to up to 28 women
veterans, and their children. Counselor

Chris Waldt, once a homeless veteran herself, says the
women she hopes to help are in dire need of attention ®
and help. "These women are coming off the streets with = "
their children. And they not only need someone who W .|
has compassion, but someone who's been there,” said
Waldt. Most of the staff at the war project center are vet- |§
erans themselves, Waldt says.

The shelter will house women veterans from 11 differ-
ent states across the nation.

Field Officer Paul Gremse attended the dedication on
behalf of the South Dakota Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 18—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Chamberlain
November 19—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Piedmont
November 22— NVDA Hospice Training—VA, Fort Meade

November 24-25—State Offices Closed

December 2—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Watertown
December 2— Memorial Service for Doug Brown—3:00 pm—Sioux Falls VAHCS
December 3—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Sioux Falls
December 10—National Wreaths Across America Remembrance

December 26—State Offices Closed

January 2—State Offices Closed

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer i
South Dakota Department of the Military [ 7N '\ f\
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